
 

  

OMEP?s Mission is ?To defend and promote the rights of the child with special emphasis on the 
right to education and care worldwide. To this end, OMEP shall help any undertaking which 
could promote access to quality early childhood education and care?. 

This mission was well and truly in evidence at the World Assembly ? and I have every 
confidence that the changes we have been making to OMEP Australia will help us 
contribute to this international undertaking. 

The following is a report on the events (presentations / 
updates / elections etc) at the World Assembly. Kim Browne, 
who was Observer at the World Assembly, courtesy of the 
2019 Rosamonde Combes Travel Award, has also provided a 
report within this newsletter.

Present at ion: Building Peaceful Societ ies: Is 
Developm ent  and Care t he Beginning? Rim  Salah  

Drawing on the World Bank?s Pathways for Peace report Rim 
Salah gave an inspiring talk on how the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) can be understood as tools for 
advocating early childhood development and education 
(ECDE) as a means of sustaining peace.  

 The SDGs were adopted by UNESCO in 2015. Ban Ki-moon 
(Past UN Secretary General) has declared that we cannot 
achieve these goals - if we do not include early childhood 
education.  
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  Generally, it is SDG4.2 that is considered the most 
relevant for early childhood education and 
development :  

By 2030 ensure that all girls and boys have access to 
quality early childhood development, care and 
pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary 
education 

  However, Rim Salah pointed out that Sustainable 
Development Goal 16, which is about inclusion,  
requires us to foster and sustain peace, also has 
strong relevance for ECDE.  

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all 
levels. 

All UN agencies, including OMEP, are required to work 
together to achieve the SDG. As Salah argued, ECDE has transformational power. And an 
increase in the participation of children in ECE is essential for sustaining peace ? ?to 
anchor peace in the community?. Salah urged us to all work 
to elevat e ECDE as cont r ibut ing t o t he peace agenda. As 
she commented: ?Let us start early: Let us be everywhere?.  

  But as Salah also noted, ?education is not sustainable 
unless it is fair and inclusive?. So, in order to achieve equity, 
Salah made several recommendations: 

1. Address the gap in evidence ? emphasis should be on 
interdisciplinary research. 

2. Continue to design and implement high quality ECDE 
programs ? that operate at multi-disciplinary levels ? 
including peace beliefs /  inclusion / cultural sensitivity /  
family support. 

3. Advocate for the recognition of ECDE at international 
policy levels. 

4. Promote and share how to contribute to social cohesion. 

5. Advocate for universal access. 

For more discussion about how we can contribute to World 
Peace through ECDE see the OMEP Policy Forum in IJEC 
(2019, volume 51, issue 1). 

       

 

  

WANT TO 
ATTEND?

The 72nd World 
Assembly and 
Conference will be held 
in At hens, Greece in 
2020. Details will be 
circulated to members as 
soon as they are 
available. 

Rim Salah Presentation

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13158-019-00240-9
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WANT TO ATTEND?
Members may be interested to know that the next Asia-Pacific 
conference will be held in Hangzhou, China from April 18 ? 20, 2021

Present at ion: The r ight  t o 
educat ion and care in ear ly 
childhood: Perspect ives f rom  Lat in 
Am er ica and t he Car ibbean:  

Mercedes Mayol Lassalle (President 
OMEP Argentina / New World President) 
presented a paper on this topic. The 
Executive Summary of the report can be 
accessed here. 

  
  

OMEP - sit t ing at  t he t able at  t he highest  levels! 

OMEP has been involved in advocacy at the highest levels for decades. It has had partner 
membership consultative status with UNESCO since 1950. This has no doubt contributed 
to the improvements in child outcomes reported in the Save the Children Report 2019. But 
we still have a long way to go before we can state that we have achieved OMEP?s Mission. 

  

The Assembly was advised about the various ways OMEP has continued its advocacy 
work at the highest levels over the last year. Much of this advocacy work included 
alerting several international bodies to the importance of naming, recognising, 
acknowledging and actively working towards action, in relation to children?s development 
and access to learning through ECEC. In some cases, our international OMEP colleagues 
have succeeded in having changes incorporated into international declarations. Some of 
the work done at this level includes: 

· United Nations: Global Compact on Refugees: New York Declaration 2019. Of particular 
relevance is the commitment to:  

  Work towards ending the practice of detaining children for the purposes of       
determining their migration status.   

· Marakeesh Mayoral Declaration ? 153 member states committed to facilitate early 
access to EC and children?s rights. OMEP fought for ECDE to be included in the 
declaration  
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· OMEP is an active member of the EC Peace Consortium 

· OMEP also contributed to the Commission on the Status of Women 

· Members are also working on developing a systematic review of the benefits of ECED for 
peace and sustainability. 

· OMEP Internationally has contributed to Special Day events: 

o World Play Day: May 28th  

o International Peace Day: September 21st  

o World Teachers? Day: October 5th  

o Global Handwashing Day: October 15th 

o Universal Children?s Day: November 20th  

· Regional Presidents are working with regional organisations such as Eurochild (Europe) / 
and the Asia Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood Development. I will be exploring 
the option of OMEP Australia joining this network when I attend the Asia Pacific Assembly 
and Conference in Kyoto in September 2019. 

  

  OMEP Cont r ibut ing t o Sust ainable Developm ent  Goals  

Delegates were advised that the UN Global Action Plan (GAP) has been extended to 2030. 
Reports from OMEP International demonstrated how the organisation has been 
contributing to SDG through the international projects: 

· Education For Sustainable Development: 

· GAP resources are available at www.eceresourcebank.org  

· New projects can be added 

· There are also OMEP Student Awards 

Please consider submitting a GAP project and /  or encourage applications from students 
next year. Calls for applications  will be provided for these projects when received. 

  

 Wor ld Declarat ion, 2019 

Every year a declaration is made at the Assembly. This year?s Declaration, is a 
recommitment to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, in celebration 
of its 30th Anniversary. The UNCRC was adopted on 20th November, 1989, and came into 
force on September 2, 1990. Please find document at end of this newsletter. Previous 
OMEP World Declarations can be found here. 

All member countries were urged to celebrate the anniversary ? and OMEP Australia will 
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be doing just that - through a project being organised by one of our Working Groups. 
Please consider contributing to the Working Group and/ or participating in the 
celebration. 

  

  Changes t o OMEP Execut ive & Mem bership  

There were some changes to the OMEP World Executive and country membership: 

  Election of New members of OMEP Executive 

New President: Mercedes Mayol Lassalle (Argentina) was elected as the new World OMEP 
President. Lassalle promised to continue to build OMEP?s strength across five axes: 

· Advocacy 

· Knowledge building  

· Education 

· Communication 

· Organisation 

New Treasurer: Elin Eriksen Ødegaard (Norway) was elected World OMEP Treasurer. 

New Vice Presidents: 

· Latin America: Gladys Desirée López De Maturana Luna (Chile) was elected. 

· Asia Pacific: Udomluck Kulapichitr (Indonesia) ? was re-elected. 

New member countries:  

Two new Preparatory Committees were accepted: Belgium /  Paraguay 

And one new National Committee for the Asia Pacific Region was accepted: Iran 

One membership was revoked: Serbia. 

This brings the total of number of OMEP Member Committees to 63 Countries (including 
preparatory countries). 

  



Honorary Mem bers:  

Two members were awarded (posthumously) honorary memberships: 

· El Salvador: Haydee del Carmen Araujo De Lucha 

· Mexico: Maria Del Consuelo Gracia Sierra:  

Amongst Australian Honorary members of the OMEP World Body are, Dr Dawn 
Butterworth AO, Joan Waters and Rosamonde Combes.  

If a member of OMEP Australia would like to propose a member who has made a 
significant contribution, for Honorary Membership ? please let me know. 

  

  Treasurer ?s repor t  

The Treasurers? report demonstrates your Membership fees are being put to good use to 
contribute to OMEP?s Mission. The budget is ?tight? but sound. 

  

Asia Pacif ic Regional Meet ing 

Eight (of nine) member countries were represented at the Asia Pacific Regional Meeting: 
Australia; China; Hong Kong; Japan; Korea; New Zealand; Singapore; and Thailand. Iran 
(9th AP member) was unable to attend due to limited funds. At that meeting we: 

· exchanged verbal reports on the leading issues in ECEC in each of our countries. 
Concerns included: quality; accessibility; rise of private ?for-profit? provision; curricula; 
national regulations. We?ll continue this dialogue and exchange, to foster greater 
understanding about the accessibility and quality of ECEC across the region at the Asia 
Pacific Assembly and Conference.  

 · were reminded of the OMEP Asia Pacific Regional Conference in Kyoto (September 5 ? 
7th). Helen Logan and I will be attending the Regional Meeting on September 4th; 
presenting a workshop; and giving a paper as part of the Asia Pacific Symposium. 

· informed about the following OMEP Asia Pacific Conference which will be held in 
Hangzhou from April 18 ? 20, 2021. I will circulate the website details once they become 
available. 

  

Ment ions of  Aust ralians dur ing t he Wor ld Assem bly 

It?s always lovely to hear our colleagues? names being mentioned at the international 
level. Three who were mentioned during the Assembly were: 

· Associate Professor Christine Woodrow (WSU & OMEP NSW Member) for research 



projects she has conducted in Chile. 

· Dr Kate Williams (QUT) for being the 
author of the third most downloaded 
article in IJEC. 

· Professor Donna Berthelsen, for her 
work as Editor of International Journal 
of Early Childhood. 

SANDIE WONG

Sandie Wong and Kim Browne 
representing Australia at the World 
Assembly

Asia Pacific Regional 
meeting Group



 It was an honour to receive the Rosamunde Combes scholarship which allowed me to attend the 
OMEP world assembly and conference in Panama in July, 2019. As the Victorian Chapter Director, 

I was very grateful for the award. 

I have gained insights into the diverse nation of Panama, which in the development of the 
Panama Canal in the early 1900s has welcomed people from many nations. It is a country of rich 
colours, interesting food and old and new landscapes. This includes waterways, jungles and 
unique skyscrapers. Early childhood education in Panama includes private and public 
arrangements where cost is an enormous factor in regard to access and participation for the 
population. 

As an observer in the World Assembly, I felt privileged to learn about what participatory countries 
were engaged in as part of early childhood education alongside our Australian OMEP President 
Sandie Wong.  

Within the assembly I was able to participate in the sustainability working group, which called for 
continued actions to address high quality sustainable and environmental practices in early 
childhood communities. This was in partnership with Indigenous connections in many countries 
which sought to look at the ongoing cultural practices of First Nations people which enrich and 
sustain communities. Glynne Mackey (University of Canterbury, NZ), has been working on a 
document which may benefit EC communities to become more aware of and self-assess their 
sustainable practices. I have contacted Glynne to find out more details so that this can be shared 
as part of communities connected to OMEP Australia. 

Sandie and I also worked towards developing the explicit recognition of First Nations people as 
part of the World OMEP Declaration. The declaration is created each year at the World Assembly 
and we held conversations with nations, such as Norway, UK and New Zealand on this issue. 
Declaring the validity and importance of First nations people builds upon the aims of World 
OMEP, including foregrounding sustainable agendas. In addition, an explicit stance by World 

r epor t    f r om   r osamonde combes t r avel    awar d  winner  
-  kim br owne  

Delegates
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OMEP of First Nations people - which recognizes the acts of colonisation across nations that have 
silenced and caused harm in many Indigenous communities over time - may be a beginning point 
for new conversations in dialogue with early childhood communities. As Australia works towards 
reconciliation plans in many areas with Indigenous communities, including early childhood 
education, our positioning and nuanced experience is vital. Whilst recognition against racism and 
xenophobia was highlighted, First nations people were not explicitly recognised within the latest 
declaration. It is hoped that OMEP Australia might provide a pivotal and leading role in moving this 
agenda forward to reflect First Nations people into the future. 

OMEP Australia also participated in the Asia-pacific symposium learning about the roles and 
experiences of early childhood communities in the context of policy and governing arenas. 
Listening to each speaker it was evident that cost, program arrangements and quality curriculum 
design influences access and participation levels in children?s services. In many cases long daycare 
is free in Japan for 11 hours per day. Hong Kong is moving to extended long-day early childhood 
programs (until 8pm!) after having many 3-hour programs to reflect longer working commitments 
of families and rising costs of arranging care outside short programs. China is developing a quality 
standard for early childhood educators and has looked to Australia to learn more about this aspect 
of our framework. Thailand is working towards developing a new early childhood curriculum and 
this has proved challenging with changes of government. Singapore is devising a new framework in 
regard to infants and toddlers (under 3-year old?s), to reflect that much curriculum design has 
focused upon preschool children?s transitions to school environments. New Zealand noted that the 
current government are working within a new strategic plan. This has included bringing early 
childhood teachers from the Pacific Islands to NZ given the ongoing issues on the islands due to 
climate change. 

As part of the OMEP conference, New Zealand also raised its connections to ARNEC (Asia-Pacific 
Regional Network for Early Childhood) as an organisation which could further support Asia-Pacific 
nations in development of planning and research in early childhood communities. For example, 
New Zealand shared a mesmerizing video which foregrounded the importance of sustained 
Indigenous (M?ori) languages in early childhood communities and family partnerships. The filming 
and production were financially supported through ARNEC. OMEP Australia will look further 
towards joining this organisation and how OMEP Australia might develop our strategic aims in 
connection with this network.  

It was exciting and wonderful to be involved in the OMEP World Assembly and Conference and to 
be there alongside Sandie Wong. For anyone seeking to present or to gain more knowledge about 
early childhood communities globally, the World OMEP conference is a warm and inviting 
experience. I hope to attend into the future and am grateful to have developed new knowledge 
and wider connections from my attendance in Panama this year. 

By Kim Browne  




	Special Edition 2019
	Cover
	3 Photos and 2 Columns
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10


